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CH :POWER SHARING

Long type Answer Questions (LA) 5 Marks

READ THE FOLLOWING LONG TYPE QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS THROUGHLY AND
TRY TO UNDERSTAND AND WRITE IN YOUR H.W.COPY.

Question :

Analyse how majoritarianism has increased the feeling of alienation among the Sri
Lankan Tamils? (2014, 2015)

Or

Mention the measures adopted by the government to establish Sinhala supremacy.
Sri Lanka emerged as an independent country in 1948. The democratically elected
government adopted a series of measures to establish Sinhala supremacy:

1. In 1956, an Act was passed to make Sinhala the official language.

2. The government followed preferential policies favouring Sinhala applicants for
University positions and government jobs.

3. The Constitution provided for State protection and fostering of Buddhism.

The Sri Lankan Tamils felt that none of the major political parties led by the Buddhist
Sinhala leaders were sensitive to their language and culture and the government
policies denied them equal political rights which led to increased feeling of alienation
among them.

The Sri Lankan Tamils launched parties and struggles for the recognition of Tamil, for
regional autonomy and equality of opportunity in every field.

Therefore, the measures adopted by the government to establish Sinhala supremacy
led to distrust between the two communities which turned the widespread conflict into
a Civil War.

Question :
“Power Sharing is the very spirit of democracy”. Justify the statement. (2015)
Answer:



1. A democratic rule involves sharing power with those affected by its exercise.
Power sharing ensures that people have the right to be consulted and have equal
participation in the government.

2. In a democracy, each individual has a say in governance through their elected
representatives. This is the essence of power sharing that grants equal rights to
each citizen.

3. Sharing of power ensures that respect for diversity and desire for living together
becomes a shared ideal amongst different communities in a country. It actually
makes the country united and the administration easier.

4. Prudential reasons stress that power sharing would bring out better outcomes by
helping to reduce the possibility of any conflict between the social groups.

5. Power sharing is a good way to ensure the stability of political order through
unity of the nation.

Question:

Describe the vertical and horizontal forms of power sharing exercised in India.
Answer:

Vertical distribution of power. Power can be shared among governments at different
levels —a general government for the entire country and governments at provincial or
regional level. This is the federal form of government.

When power is shared among governments at different levels, i.e., the Union or the
Central Government, the State Government and the Municipality and Panchayat at the
lower level. This division of power involving higher and lower levels of government is
called the vertical division of power.

The Constitution clearly lays down the powers of different levels of government. This
federal division of power involving higher and lower levels of government is also called
the vertical division of power. Example: A key change in the Constitution of Belgium in
1993 was that the regional governments were given constitutional powers that were
no longer dependent on the Central Government. Thus, Belgium shifted from a unitary
to a federal form of government.

Horizontal distribution of power. Power is shared among different organs of
government, such as the legislature, executive and judiciary. This is horizontal
distribution of power. It ensures that power is shared among different organs of
government—the legislature, executive and judiciary. It allows different organs of
government placed at the same level to exercise different powers.

In a democracy, ministers and government officials exercise power. They are
responsible to the Parliament or State Assemblies. The judges appointed by the
executive can check the functioning of executive or laws made by the legislature.

The horizontal distribution of power is also called a system of checks and balances.



This system ensures that none of the organs can exercise unlimited power. Each organ
checks the other. This results in a balance of power among various institutions.

Example: In India the judiciary has an independent status. The Supreme Court is the
apex court of justice. The Parliament is the legislative body where the laws governing
the country are made and the Executive is the implementing body.
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